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I. Public Input Goal – Develop a media plan and process to seek Congressional, Gubernatorial, 
and public input at key decision points in the negotiation processes 

Responsible Parties:  Fred Matt (CSKT)  
Paul Hoffman (FWS) 

Timeline:   March 1, 2003 
 
Public Input Plan of Action 
 
The Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes (CSKT) and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
(FWS) recognize that the general public has a great interest in the National Bison Range and 
affiliated refuges (NBR). In addition, the Montana Congressional delegation and the Governor’s 
office have also expressed interest in the NBR and any changes in the management of those 
refuges. 
 
The CSKT and the FWS also recognize that certain parts of the negotiation process are not by 
definition open to the public, especially, when those negotiations will impact FWS personnel at 
the refuges. 
 

1. Public Input Action Step – The National Bison Range and Affiliated Refuges Annual 
Funding Agreement Draft Plan of Action has 5 Goals: 1) Public Input, 2) Compatibility 
Issues, 3) Comprehensive Conservation Plan for the Bison Range, 4) Management 
Agreement and 5) Annual Funding Agreement. Each one of those goals has a timeline for 
completion. Once a draft agreement for each goal has been reached, that draft agreement 
will be made available to the public at the Bison Range Visitors Center, the CSKT 
business office, through the media and on the FWS website. For each Goal and draft 
agreement, an appropriate public comment period of not less than 30 days and not more 
than 90 days shall be established in accordance with legal and regulatory guidelines. 
Public input should include the name and address of the person making the comments 
and will be accepted via phone, a web site, postal mail, or hand delivery. For the 
Comprehensive Conservation Plan for the Bison Range, Management Agreement and 
Annual Funding Agreement Goals, a public forum(s) for comment on each draft 
agreement will be held with the number of forums and locations to be determined in 
consultation with the CSKT, the FWS, the Congressional delegation staff and the 
Governor’s office. 

2. Media Plan Action Step – Whenever possible and practical, the CSKT and the FWS 
shall issue joint press releases to inform the public when certain actions have or are about 
to occur. If the media calls either the CSKT or the FWS to solicit independent comments 
regarding the negotiations, then the contacted party shall make reasonable and good faith 
efforts to contact the other party prior to granting any media interviews in order to 
discuss a joint response, or interview. The CSKT and the FWS shall appoint 
spokespersons for their respective organizations that shall be the primary points of 
contact for media inquiries. 

3. Intergovernmental Action Step – The CSKT and the FWS shall make every effort to 
keep the Congressional delegation staff and the Governor’s staff informed of any 
decisions or meetings. 




